
Is your textbook an Open Educational Resource? 
Watch our WTCS What is OER? video. 

Decision Chart 

 

 

 

             
  

https://mywtcs.wtcsystem.edu/educational-services/instructional-resources/open-educational-resources-oer/


Does the material have a Creative Commons license? 
Learn more about Creative Commons licenses. 

 

Is the material in the Public Domain? 
What does this include? See ‘the public domain and 5 things not covered by copyright’ from Creative 
Commons (Timothy Vollmer 2017). This includes, 

• Content in which the copyright has expired (e.g., works published before 1923) 
• Works that have been published with a CC0 Public Domain Dedication 
• Works from the US Federal Government 

Is the material something that you have made/written? 
If the course material is original content that you have created, this could be considered an Open Educational 
Resource. To share this with the broader OER community, make sure to license your content with a Creative 
Commons license and upload to an OER repository (e.g. OER Commons). 

No, to the above? The material is likely copyrighted with all rights reserved and 
would not be OER. 

 
Check the copyright page of the text, usually first or second page. (left) Copyright page of a print Medical 
Terminology textbook and (right) copyright information for an online Adult Vaccination textbook – provided 
under Fair Use. 
Unsure? You can check the Copyright Database for your textbook. 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/
https://creativecommons.org/2017/01/16/public-domain-5-things-not-covered-copyright/
https://creativecommons.org/share-your-work/public-domain/cc0/
https://creativecommons.org/share-your-work/
https://creativecommons.org/share-your-work/
https://help.oercommons.org/support/solutions/articles/42000046849-submit-oer
https://cocatalog.loc.gov/cgi-bin/Pwebrecon.cgi?DB=local&PAGE=First
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