Rural Health Transformation Grant-FAQ
Instructions: Please submit any questions you have to RuralHealth@wtcsystem.edu.  We will review and then post the questions and responses to them in the appropriate sections below.
Grant Scope, Duration, and Oversight
1. Other than physical on-site inventory, will there be additional sub-recipient monitoring requirements? How long will monitoring continue?
a. The potential grant period is five years. Sub-recipient monitoring requirements have not yet been determined.
2. Will colleges need to be concerned about Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) compliance related to Medicare eligibility?
a. No. Any Medicare eligibility or related HHS compliance requirements fall on the providing partner, not the college.
3. Will a statement of need be required in the grant application?
a. No.
Geographic Eligibility & Rurality Definitions
1. What counties are included in the grant?
a. Eligibility is based on each county’s status with respect to its urban, semi-rural or rural classification. All semi-rural and rural counties are eligible for funding under this grant. Currently, all Wisconsin counties EXCEPT Milwaukee County have been designated semi-rural or rural.
2. [bookmark: _Int_Fqbk15BP]Is eligibility determined by county or census tract?
a. Eligibility is determined at the county level, not the census-tract level.
Program Eligibility & Academic Scope
1. Will there be a list of allowable programs or CIP codes?
a. WTCS programs eligible for funding under this grant include Emergency Medical Services and all healthcare programs. Program eligibility will not be based upon CIP code. Please contact the appropriate WTCS Director for new program approvals.
2. Does the grant support apprenticeship?
a. Yes.
3. [bookmark: _Int_BjiqEd6s]Will new programs require approval at the System level prior to being written into the grant?
a. No. All new program approvals must follow the WTCS approval process, however; please contact the WTCS director for preliminary discussions.
4. What types of programming does the grant support?
a. Only WTCS programs in aid codes 61, 30, 31, 32, 10 and11 are allowable. Continuing education courses (non-credit-bearing aid codes 42, 47 and 60) are not included in program curricula AND are not eligible for funding under this grant.
Facilities, Equipment, and Mobile Labs
1. Is new construction allowable?
a. No. 
2. Is there an equipment cost cap?
a. No. Equipment purchases may be funded up to 100 percent of the total approved project costs. Please note:
i. Any itemized equipment purchase $10,000 or above requires prior approval from the federal oversight agency, Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS). 
ii. Colleges will be required to submit a narrative justification that includes how the proposed equipment relates to the goals of the grant.
3. Can power be added to a building for mobile labs?
a. Yes. 
4. Can a bay or carport be added to the outside of an existing building to protect a mobile lab?
a. No, that is considered a new construction.
5. Are mobile labs, including ambulances, allowable?
a. Yes, if used for student training.
6. Will a mobile lab require any special prior approval?
a. [bookmark: _Int_HyVt0uNC]Not from the System office; however, verify if any external partners, i.e., accreditation or Department of Health Services (DHS), require prior approval.
Clinical Rotations & Simulation
1. Are rural and semi-rural clinical rotations allowable grant activities?
a. Yes, rural and semi-rural clinical rotations and simulation-based training are allowable activities under this grant.
Budget, Allowable Costs, and Student Support
1. Can grant funds be used for student transportation?
a. Yes. The costs associated with transporting students via a van or shuttle to training sites are allowable provided such costs are necessary and reasonable for the project and support grant objectives.
2. Are maintenance contracts for equipment allowable?
a. Maintenance contracts that are included at no cost as part of the initial equipment purchase are allowed.
b. A maintenance contract that is purchased, like an extended warranty, must fall within the period of performance to be allowed.
3. Can colleges have dual-appointed faculty with a clinical partner?
a. Yes, if the college grant supports clinical time, not practitioner time.
Reporting, Milestones, and Performance Measures
1. Will reporting be by county or district?
a. By district: reporting is to be completed by each participating technical college.
2. What milestones are required?
a. [bookmark: _Int_ooaIyVXv]Measurable objectives include reporting on new or expanded programs, student enrollment and completion, and rural or semi-rural clinical rotations.
3. What will be required for reporting?
a. TBD
b. Proof of expenditure will be required.
